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I am a long term Territorian who has watched many boom and bust cycles of development 
in the Territory for nearly 50 years.  I remember the promises before the Conoco Phillips Gas 
Plant was built that we wouldn’t see it from Darwin city and that proved to be untrue.  Now 
we are told that a gas fuelled chemical development close to Palmerston and increasing the 
activity and development in Darwin Harbour will be beneficial to people of the Territory. 
 
Keeping our healthy environment and clean air is our greatest asset and many jobs rely on 
the businesses based on the healthy harbour and unpolluted air.  A petrochemical 
development close to Palmerston could put many lives at risk.  
 
I am very concerned that individual projects won’t have to go through independent 
environmental assessment where the public would have access to the details of a planned 
development. We know the Minister has the power to over rule conditions placed on 
industry by the EPA so I do not feel confident that the environment will be adequately 
protected once projects begin and short term profits are being argued as beneficial. 
 
The Governments own document states that “significant adverse impacts to human health 
may occur from dredging, major hazardous facilities, operations and shipping”.  Throughout 
the world we have seen deadly accidents from petrochemical explosions and the 
development of cancerogenic environments near urban populations from toxic industries. 
We have the opportunity to learn from mistakes made elsewhere and take care about the 
developments we allow here. We need to concentrate on sensibly paced development that 
is truly sustainable and not rush to introduce high carbon emitting toxic developments. 
 
The Territory does not need to develop gas projects such a Barossa and Beetaloo with all 
their potential risks.  If clean industry is developed at Middle Arm it must be powered by 
renewable energy.  We are located in the best part of the world to generate solar power 
which is cost effective and sustainable. 
 
The Territory could lead by example to reduce emissions and be at the fore front of a 
renewable low carbon economy.  With few days below 34 degrees it will be more difficult to 
attract people to live and stay in the Territory unless there is a reason for people to want to 
be here and that reason could be the excitement of being at the forefront of new 
technologies worldwide. 
 
A walk to Old Man Rock at low tide shows us how fragile the beauty of our environment is 
and it needs to be protected.  
 
Please seen my photos below taken in 2021 at low tide. 
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Recent research by Dr Carol Palmer has identified the need for more research and greater 
protection of our Darwin Harbour and surrounding waters. In her paper ‘First resident 

coastal population of false killer whales (Pseudorca crassidens) identified in northern 

Australian waters’ she explains how;  

‘the false killer whale population(s) in northern Australia are apparently demographically 
isolated (insular) population(s) and given their wide distribution but presumably low density, 
better understanding their population status should be prioritised.’ 

Early results from her Manta Project research also show ‘Genetic differentiation values for NT 

compared to East Australia.’ This is why it is so important that the NT does not blunder ahead 
with “development at any cost” while so little is known about our bio diversity and the 
potential scientific benefits. 
 
The Territory and Federal Governments have announced large amounts of funding for 
developing Middle Arm but no similar amounts for scientific research, developing Parks and 
Wildlife or Museums.  The amount given to petrochemical development is disproportionate 
and will not create ongoing work but more ‘boom and bust’ economies and increase our 
CO2 emissions and potentially destroying the precious environmental eco-systems of the 
NT.  These delicate habits and clean air can create a much bigger and more sustainable 
economy. 
 
I want to see  

• more transparency and 

• more accountability 
in the development plans so the public are aware and can scrutinize the actual plans for the 
use of the land. Every industry that proposes developments on Middle Arm should have to 
complete an Environment Impact Statement before commencing, thus exposing their 
specific risks to humans and the environment.  Otherwise our Governement is not being 
open and transparent to the people of Australia. 


