APPENDIX A

NT EPA Self-Assessment Referral Form



‘ |
i

Project: Finniss Lithium Project BP33 Underground Mine —
Proposed Variations

Pre-referral Screening Report

The NT EPA has developed a pre-referral screening tool to assist proponents to determine whether a Proposal
has potential to have a significant impact on the environment and therefore requires referral under the
Environment Protection Act 2079 (NT EPA, 2025).

The purpose of the screening process is to assist Proponents along with their suitably qualified and
experienced persons, to predict the potential for significant environmental impact from a Proposal.

A significant environmental impact is defined by Section 11 of the Environment Protection Act 2019 as: “An
impact of major consequence having regard to:

J the context and intensity of the impact; and

o the sensitivity, value and quality of the environment impacted on, and the duration, magnitude and
geographic extent of the impact.” (NT EPA, 2025).”

The tool has two parts: General screening questions (Part 1, Figure A1), and Answer checklist (Part 2, Table A1).

As per the NT EPA (2025) Guidance, the screening tool requires identification whether the Proposal activity/
industry type inherently has the potential to impact the environment and has the potential to impact aspects
of the environment that are rare, sensitive to stress or important (environmental values and sensitivities).

The NT EPA premise for this approach is that any impacts (including impacts perceived to be minor), to
environmental values and sensitivities, have the potential to be significant.

The general screening questions canvass the type of industry the Proposal activity is, and the environmental
values likely to be present in relation to site selection, construction and operations, end of life, and the

cumulative impacts across the life stages of the Proposal - on its own or cumulatively with other NT proposal
actions.

All potential impact sources that relate to the Proposal have been reviewed, and the potential impact pathways
between the source of an impact and environmental values and sensitivities that may be impacted has been
assessed. Consideration of the life of the Proposal and after the Proposal ceases, both in isolation and
cumulatively, has also been determined.

The key objective of this referral self-assessment has been to screen the proposed variation to undertake
deeper underground mining at BP33, comprising an extended mine life duration up to 12 years and
modifications and additions to associated infrastructure and activities. The deeper mining and extended LOM
necessitate the following key project activities:

° dewatering of the BP33 mine at increased depth

o change in volumes of waste rock handling

o manufacture and use of paste to fill underground mine voids

o modifications to Grants processing plant for continuation of BP33 ore processing over the extended

mine life duration
. additional ground disturbances associated with modified and additional infrastructure; and

° modification of closure method to install a paste plug at top of the BP33 mine decline/ base of the box
cut upon completion of mining.



Part 1 — General screening questions

1

Is the industry type or activity proposed inherently hazardous with
the potential to give rice to multiple or major impact sources and
environmental stressors with the potential to impact on the
envirenment? If so, does the nature of the industry preclude impact
sources and stressors being substantively reduced?

NO

Site selection: Are any environmental values present. or likely to be
present within the site/area that has the potential to be impacted by
the proposal {either directly, indirectly. or cumulatively)? If so. is it
considered impractical to change the locations or design 4‘ the action
to avoid the environmental value/s?

Construction and operation: Are any environmental values or
sensitivities within the area of influence and the region in which the
proposal is located likely to be impacted by methods of construction
and operation, timing. or inputs (water, raw materials. machinery,
chemicals, staff) and outputs (product. emissions. discharges, wastes)
of the proposal?

NO

End of life: Are any environmental values or sensitivitics likely to be
impacted when the proposal finishes its functional life and closes? If
so does the action have the potential to cause ongoing environmental
impacts. or residual impacts?

NO

b

YES )

ey

5

Cumulative impacts: At any stage of the life of the proposal, on its
own or cumulatively with other proposals and actions. does the
proposal have the potential to impact an environmental value? If so,
referral is likely to be required.

Refer
action

Refer
action

Refer
action

YES )

Refer
action

Referral
may
not be
required

Figure A1. Pre-screening tool screening questions (Source: NT EPA 2025)

Part 2 - Answer checklist

The questions from the general screening tool (Part 1; Figure A1) have been used to answer

corresponding checkboxes of the answer checklist in Table A-1. Table A-1

environmental values and sensitivities for each environmental factor.

If the answer to a question is ‘'yes' or ‘uncertain’, it is possible that the proposal may have the potential to
significantly impact related environmental values and the proposal should be referred to the NT EPA. If

indicates possible

answer 'no’ to any question, provide a justification why there is no likely impact to that factor.

There is one environmental factor that has a finding of ‘yes’ - atmospheric emissions; and a second factor
hydrological processes with a finding of ‘uncertain’ requiring further assessment. The pre-referral screening

results are documented in Table A1 below.
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