








Social, Economic and Cultural Surroundings 

The closest population is Yuendumu, which is adjacent to the Tanami Road and may be impacted 
by temporary traffic increases along the Tanami Road during construction. A traffic impact 
assessment and a traffic management plan will be required by the Department of Infrastructure, 
Planning and Logistics where pipeline construction activities interact with the Tanami Road. The 
NT EPA considers that any impacts would be temporary and unlikely to be significant. 

Yuendumu sources its water from groundwater in the Ngalia Basin and specifically the Mt Eclipse 
Sandstone. The water supply for Yuendumu is critical and could be impacted by extra demand. 
Access to Yuendumu's water supply for pipeline construction is not proposed and any requirement 
for additional bores would target the Yuendumu Sandstone or Walibiri Dolomite to avoid impacts to 
the Yuendumu supply. 

The Proponent has engaged with the Department of Tourism and Culture with respect to potential 
impacts to archaeological heritage. The Proponent has committed to archaeological surveys of the 
proposed RoW prior to construction and preparation of a Cultural Heritage Management Plan. The 
Proponent has consulted with the Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority and the Central Land 
Council with respect to Aboriginal cultural aspects of the Project and no concerns have been raised 
with the NT EPA. 

The NT EPA is satisfied that its objective for Social, Economic and Cultural Surroundings is likely 
to be met. 

Conclusion 

The NT EPA considers that significant environmental impacts are unlikely due to the narrow, linear 
nature of the Project, the temporary and local scale impacts along the alignment during 
construction and limited operational footprint, and the commitment by the Proponent to manage its 
activities using appropriate measures for minimising and mitigating impacts as outlined in the NOi. 
The Proponent will develop and implement a detailed CEMP and OEMP. These plans are a 
requirement under the Energy Pipelines Act and will be regulated by the DPIR. 

The NT EPA considers that the potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
Project are not significant and that the Project does not require assessment under the EA Act. 
Comments from NTG advisory bodies have been provided to the Proponent and the NT EPA has 
provided recommendations to ensure that potential impacts on the environment are minimised and 
responsibilities under relevant legislation can be met. 

DECISION 

The proposed action, which was referred to the NT EPA by DOG Operations Pty Ltd, has been 
examined by the NT EPA and preliminary investigations and inquiries conducted. The NT EPA has 
decided that the potential environmental impacts and risks of the proposed action are not so 
significant as to warrant environmental impact assessment by the NT EPA under provisions of the 
Environmental Assessment Act. However, the proposed action will require assessment and 
approvals under the Energy Pipelines Act and Regulations to ensure the environmental issues 
associated with the proposed action are effectively managed. 
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