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Background Name Ochre Hill 1 
 Property Ban Ban Springs/Frances Creek MLA 
 GPS Location (GDA 94) e809162n802544 
 1:50K map sheet Union Reef 
 Date recorded  18.10.2005/ 20.10.2005 
 Locator Tim Hill, Bessie Coleman 
 Recorder Tim Hill 
 Location description From the Ban Ban take the first right approx. 

4km after crossing Frances Creek. Take the 
exploration track up Ochre Hill to top, 
approx. 1.15km from the turnoff. There are no 
distinctive features to identify the site. 

Context Vegetation type Open woodland 
 Landscape setting Hillcrest 
 Substrate Gravel. 
 Dominant species Eucalyptus 
 Nearest water 300m running into back into Frances Creek. 

The site is elevated about 100m.  
Site description Site type Stone artefact scatter 
 Site structure Surface deposit. 

One main cluster of artefacts is obvious- 
artefacts are mainly flakes and only a few 
blades. On isolated large flake was recorded 
to the east of the main scatter on the ridge. 

 Dimensions 80m x 60m 
 Condition Top section damaged by exploration track. 

Artefacts visible in grader soil dumps and on 
the graded track. 

 Artefact density (est.) 0.2 m2 
 Max artefact density 5 m2 
 Predominate type Flakes/formed blades 
 Raw material type Fine grained silaceous (light grey, grey, 

black), Quartz 
 Raw material source Local quartz- Mt. Porter 
 

 
The main Ochre Hill 1 scatter with 
exploration works visible 

 
Isolated flake at notebook nearby to the 
eastern rocky outcrop. 
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Background Name Ochre Hill 2 
 Property Ban Ban Springs/Frances Creek MLA 
 GPS Location (GDA 94) 2831 
 1:50K map sheet Union Reef 
 Date recorded  18.10.2005/ 20.10.2005 
 Locator Tim Hill, Bessie Coleman 
 Recorder Tim Hill 
 Location description From the Ban Ban take the first right approx. 

4km after crossing Frances Creek. Take the 
exploration track to the bottom of Ochre Hill 
just after the track intersects up the hill. The site 
is located on the creek side. 

Context Vegetation type Open woodland 
 Landscape setting Creekbank 
 Substrate Gravel/soil 
 Dominant species Eucalyptus 
 Nearest water 5m running to a floodway which runs back into 

Frances Creek.  
Site description Site type Stone artefact scatter 
 Site structure Surface deposit. 

A distinctive large pointed blade is located at 
the site. 

 Dimensions 60m x 60m 
 Condition Top section likely damaged by exploration 

track.  
 Artefact density (est.) 0.2 m2 
 Max artefact density 2 m2 
 Predominate type Flakes/formed blades 
 Raw material type Fine grained silaceous (light grey, grey, black), 

Quartz 
 Raw material source Local quartz- Mt. Porter 
 
 

Ochre Hill 2 with the bank of exploration track, site and 
 

Ochre Hill 2 blade flake. 
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floodway visible. 

 
 
 
Background Name Ochre Hill 3 
 Property Ban Ban Springs/Frances Creek MLA 
 GPS Location (GDA 94) e808447n8502704 
 1:50K map sheet Union Reef 
 Date recorded  18.10.2005/ 20.10.2005 
 Locator Tim Hill, Bessie Coleman 
 Recorder Tim Hill 
 Location description From the Ban Ban take the first right approx. 

4km after crossing Frances Creek. Take the 
exploration track about 30metres. The site is on 
the creek bank area to the north. 

Context Vegetation type Open woodland 
 Landscape setting Creekbank 
 Substrate Gravel/soil 
 Dominant species Eucalyptus 
 Nearest water 5m running to a floodway which runs back into 

Frances Creek.  
Site description Site type Stone artefact scatter 
 Site structure Surface deposit- low density 
 Dimensions 90m x 60m 
 Condition undamaged  
 Artefact density (est.) 0.1 m2 
 Max artefact density 1 m2 
 Predominate type Flakes/formed blades 
 Raw material type Fine grained silaceous (light grey, grey, black), 

Quartz 
 Raw material source Local quartz- Mt. Porter 
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Ochre Hill 3 site showing the flat alluvial 
creekbank and floodway in the bakground 

Flaked blade made of typical grey fine 
grained silaceous material. 

 
 
 
 



 

 0

Abstract. 
 
The archaeological survey for the proposed iron mining operations at Frances Creek, Ochre 
Hill and Millers deposits, Pine Creek Northern Territory was undertaken to identify historic 
heritage and Aboriginal sites and areas of sensitivity, assess the significance of sites and 
outline management recommendations. The survey was undertaken over a 5 day period, and 
accompanied by Bessie Coleman and her son-in-law on one day to discuss management 
options. 
 
The survey located no registered historic sites and eight Aboriginal sites in total. The 
assessment of significance took into account the capacity of the sites to provide opportunities 
for traditional owners to pass on cultural values and knowledge and the capacity of the sites to 
contribute to scientific understanding of the regional archaeology. 
 
The sites are assessed to be of low to moderate significance given the extent of existing 
landscape disturbance in the area and presence of a relatively intact site complex at nearby Mt 
Porter. The Frances Creek 2, 3 and Ochre Hill site complex are of moderate significance, while 
the Frances Creek 1, 4 and 5 sites are determined to be of low significance. The archaeological 
sensitivity of the areas immediately around the proposed mine, mainly in the lower-mid slope 
and ridgeline land-units, is relatively low.  The archaeological sensitivity of the creek and 
alluvial areas is relatively high. 
 
Two of the sites, Frances Creek 3 and Ochre Hill 1 have been disturbed by exploration works, 
however the timing or extent of this disturbance could not be determined within the survey 
timeframes. These two sites are the only areas within the potential footprint of iron quarrying. 
 
Site management recommendations are;  

1. Undertake a heritage assessment of the original Frances Creek rail line at the cessation 
of the proposed mining operation to assess it significance and potential for declaration 
under the Heritage Conservation Act (1991). 

2. Seek approval from the Office of Environment and Heritage and engage a qualified 
archaeologist and Jawoyn traditional owners to relocate artefacts from Ochre Hill 1 to 
a location identified by traditional owners prior to quarrying on the northern section of 
Ochre Hill.  

3. Construct semi-permanent fencing to protect Ochre Hill 2 and Ochre Hill 3 sites during 
quarrying. 

4. Seek approval from the Office of Environment and Heritage and engage a qualified 
archaeologist and Jawoyn traditional owners to relocate artefacts from the hilltop 
section of Frances Creek 3 to the creek bank prior to quarrying at this portion of the 
Marion section. Consideration should be given to developing the north western iron 
ore body before the area associated to Frances Creek 3. 

5. Include Aboriginal sites along Frances Creek when identifying conservation zones 
within the Environmental Management Plan. 

6. Consider applications by appropriate research bodies to undertake additional 
archaeological research in the area. 

7. Relocate waste ochre material to an area accessible for Munggay. 
8. Demonstrate diligence with regard to Aboriginal sites in undisturbed archaeologically 

sensitive areas associated to Frances Creek when developing ancillary infrastructure. 
This may include targeted pre-clearance archaeological surveys or sites monitoring by 
officers from the Office of Environment and Heritage and the Jawoyn Association. 

 


