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COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCED FOR FRACKING INQUIRY 
 
19 March 2014 
 
Doctor Allan Hawke AC has been appointed to head-up the Territory Government’s inquiry into 
hydraulic fracturing. 
  
“Dr Hawke is eminently qualified to lead the inquiry. He is a former Diplomat, former Chancellor of 
the Australian National University, senior public servant in Canberra and one time Chief of Staff to 
Labor Prime Minister Paul Keating,” Chief Minister Adam Giles said. 
 
“Since retiring, he has conducted a number of high level reviews for the Australian Government 
and other jurisdictions including The Hawke Report into the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act.” 
 
Dr Hawke will formally start his work as Commissioner in early April and will call for public 
submissions on this important issue.  
 
“The Territory has vast reserves of shale gas located more than a kilometre below the earth’s 
surface which could be unlocked using hydraulic fracturing,” Mr Giles said. 
 
“The use of this technique could generate many millions of dollars in export earnings for the 
Territory and an opportunity to secure the country’s energy supply but we understand this should 
not come at the cost of our environment.  
 
“Shale gas fracking is fundamentally different to coal seam gas fracking which is used interstate 
because coal seam gas is usually located closer to the surface and nearer to ground water 
aquifers.  
 
“We intend to give the public accurate information about the scale of environmental risk this 
presents.  
 
“We know this issue is a contentious one but we want the public to have confidence in this process 
and so have ordered a thorough inquiry.  
 
“The aim is to separate the proven evidence about environmental risk from the myths and to give 
an accurate picture based on science.” 
 
The Inquiry will result in recommendations on whether steps should be taken to mitigate any 
potential impacts from fracking.   
 
Dr Hawke is expected to report back to the Government by the end of the year.  
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