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Introduction 

Creative Territory was commissioned to undertake community consultation on behalf of 
Seafarms for the proposed Point Ceylon prawn stock production facility as part of the broader 
Project Sea Dragon.  

The scope of this consultation was limited to residents and landowners in the Dundee area, 
encompassing Dundee Beach, Dundee Forest, Dundee Downs and Bynoe Haven. It was not 
the intention of this consultation to canvass views from the wider region, nor did the 
consultation consider the broader Project. 

About Creative Territory 

Creative Territory is a registered public relations consultancy with its office located at 
Dundee Beach, within the consultation area. Principal Tracy Jones has 30 years experience 
in public relations with extensive experience in community consultation. A profile of the 
company and its principal can be found at Appendix 1. 

About Dundee  

The Dundee Region is located in the Finniss-Mary Area, which is a constituent of the Top 
End Region; the largest unincorporated area in the Northern Territory. These are areas that 
are not governed by Local Government under the Local Government Act (2008), and 
municipal services are provided by the Northern Territory Government. 

The area is home to around 800 residents and a large number of weekenders, with the 
population estimated to grow to around 1200 each weekend. It is also a popular destination 
for tourists, with the population swelling to more than 2000 people on public holidays and 
long weekends. 

The Dundee Region is characterised by: 

• High population growth (56.6%) in the last six years 
• Low cultural diversity, with low proportions of Language Other than English at home 

(7.9%) or were overseas born (14.4%) 
• Low income levels ($604) and high unemployment levels (25.5%) in the Dundee 

Region 
• Large retired community and an ageing population profile, with a media age of 48 

years old. 

The main attraction of Dundee is fishing, with an abundance of land and sea-based fishing 
and crabbing opportunities available to residents and visitors.  

In the Bynoe area, access to fishing is via numerous boat ramps and land-based fishing areas 
on creeks, rivers and the beach. 



 

At Dundee Beach itself, there is a boat ramp located at The Lodge of Dundee while a large 
number of people fish from the beach, creeks and rivers from Patterson Point in the north 
to the Finniss River mouth in the south.  

Access to the Finniss River mouth has been severely limited in recent months with the 
closure of the area by the owners of Finniss River Station due to poaching and illegal 
activities. While the Dundee Progress Association and the Amateur Fishermen’s Association 
of the Northern Territory are separately working on access arrangements, this development 
has placed more pressure on fishing areas in the Bynoe area. 

The Point Ceylon proposal 
Seafarms Group Limited is proposing to build a prawn stock production facility at Point Ceylon, on 
the southern side of Bynoe Harbour. The facility is part of Project Sea Dragon, a large, fully 
integrated, prawn aquaculture project located across northern Australia. 

The plan is to establish a core breeding centre (CBC) and broodstock maturation centre (BMC), which 
will be housed on the 1,997 ha site. The estimated area required for the facilities is about 132 ha. 

The CBC would be used for the development, production and selection of high performing prawn 
stock. The top performing individual prawns produced at the CBC will be transferred to the BMC to 
produce commercial numbers of broodstock for use in the hatchery, which is expected to be located 
in the Darwin area. 

Significant support infrastructure, known as headworks, will be developed initially to service the CBC 
and BMC.  These headworks will have a capacity greater than that required by the Stage 1 Legune 
Grow-out Facility demands.  

This over capacity varies with the application and it is usually not necessary to duplicate these 
headworks with every expansion stage. For example, the seawater supply may only require the 
addition of another pump within the same pump house, using the original intake pipe.  

  



 P a g e |  3 

Consultation Methodology 
The following table outlines the methodology and timing for the consultation 

Timing Activity 
Early Jan Identify key stakeholders in the region and key issues that may interest them. 
15 Jan Seek approval from the Dundee Social and Recreation Club to host a small 

information stand at its Australia Day function on 23 January. 
Seek approval to host a similar information stand at The Lodge of Dundee 
Australia Day function on 26 January. 

19 Jan Distribution of flyer outlining proposal and inviting local residents to find out 
more at Australia Day function. This was distributed via: 

• Dundee Progress Association 
• Dundee Social and Recreation Club 
• Dundee Volunteer Bushfire Brigade 
• Milne Volunteer Bushfire Brigade 
• Sand Palms Roadhouse 
• The Lodge of Dundee 
• Dundee Buy, Sell Swap Wanted Facebook Page 
• Dundee Creeks Facebook page 
• Dundee Markets Facebook page 
• Posters at Sand Palms Roadhouse and The Lodge of Dundee 

The flyer is at Attachment B. 
23 Jan Attend Australia Day function at Dundee Social and Recreation Club with 

information and chats with local residents. Seafarms representative David Burt 
was in attendance to answer questions from residents. He was accompanied by 
consultant Tracy Jones. 
An Information Brochure was distributed and this is at Attachment C. 

26 Jan Attend Australia Day function at The Lodge of Dundee. Consultant Tracy Jones 
attended this event with the information brochure and answered questions from 
a small number of local residents. 

29 Jan Informal catch up with local residents at The Lodge of Dundee “happy hour”. 
David Burt and Tracy Jones were in attendance. 

Ongoing Keep residents informed through ongoing information, personal and email 
contact and contact in response to Facebook posts. 

Key stakeholders and distribution methods 

Local clubs and associations 

Dundee Progress Association: Representing the interests of residents and landowners in the greater 
Dundee area, reaching from Dundee Beach back to Pioneer Creek on the Cox Peninsula Road. It has 
an active committee and over 100 members. President is Alan Andrews who is active in getting 
involved with local issues. 

Dundee Social and Recreation Club: The club has recently built a permanent clubhouse on Lepanto 
Rd at Dundee Beach. It is primarily a fishing club although hosts numerous social activities 
throughout the year. It also hosts major fishing competitions and is affiliated with the Amateur 
Fishermen’s Association of the Northern Territory (AFANT).  



 

Dundee Volunteer Bushfire Brigade: Well connected with the community and able to get messages 
out more broadly. The Brigade is headquartered on Dundee Road close to the proposed facility.  

Local retail business 

Sand Palms Roadhouse: Situated on the Fog Bay Rd about 30km in from the Cox Peninsula Rd.  

The Lodge of Dundee: Situated at Dundee Beach and the favoured watering hole for residents at the 
beach end. It is also a popular tourist hotspot. 

Facebook Pages 

Note: Internet coverage is very limited in the Dundee Downs area, although those who do have 
coverage pass information along to those who do not. 

Dundee Buy, Swell, Swap and Giveaway: Closed Facebook group with 595 members. Most read 
Facebook group locally and very active throughout the year. 

Dundee Beach Creeks: Local Facebook group providing updates on creek conditions. 122 members 
and particularly active during the Wet season. 

Dundee Beach Markets: Facebook page for the local markets. 244 members. 

Key issues identified before the consultation 
Issue Concern Who 
Fishing and 
crabbing 

Many local residents are either retired or weekenders who 
have specifically located to the Dundee area for fishing 
and crabbing. They want to know two basic things: 
• Can I still get to my favourite fishing/crabbing spot? 
• Will anything you do at all hurt marine life? 
 

All residents and 
weekenders of the 
Dundee, Bynoe and 
Milne areas back to 
the Cox Peninsula 
Rd. 

Traffic Local roads can become impassable in the Wet season and 
create dust in the Dry. There will be concerns about: 
• Interaction between trucks and existing traffic 
• Impact of increased traffic on road conditions 
• Impact of dust (for those adjacent to roads). 
If Dundee Road was to be used for access, there will be a 
push from locals to seal it to the access point. 

Residents and 
weekenders of 
Dundee Road and 
adjacent areas. 

Environment Dundee residents have a lot of time to spend in the 
environment and cherish it. They will want to know about 
any impacts to the environment over and above fish and 
crabs. As residents are reliant on bore and tank water, 
they will want to know if there is any potential for harm to 
the water table. 

All residents and 
weekenders of the 
Dundee, Bynoe and 
Milne areas back to 
the Cox Peninsula 
Rd. 

Jobs While many Dundee residents are retired, there is a 
growing working-age population with high unemployment 
in the area. Any potential for jobs will be warmly 
welcomed. 

All permanent and 
potential 
permanent 
residents of the 
Dundee region. 
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Reach of the Consultation 

A total of 67 individuals were reached during the consultation period: 

• Australia Day Fun Day – Saturday 23 January 2016 at the Dundee Social and 
Recreation Club (42) 

• Australia Day Fun Day – Tuesday 26 January 2016 at The Lodge of Dundee (4) 
• The Lodge of Dundee impromptu visit Friday 29 January 2016 at The Lodge of 

Dundee (9) 
• Personal contact with individuals (7) 
• Contact via email or Facebook (5). 
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Of those consulted: 

55 were permanent residents 

11 were “weekenders” – that is, they live elsewhere but spend most weekends at Dundee 

1 was a visitor (Local Member of Parliament) 

 
Key issues identified during the Consultation 
 

Overwhelmingly, people want reassurance that fishing will not be negatively impacted by any 
development at the site. This was raised by 50 of the 67 individuals consulted. This also manifested 
in the number of residents (13) who asked about the quality of the wastewater discharge. Similarly, 
11 people were concerned about whether the intake or discharge pipes would impede boat access.  

Many of the people consulted said they regularly used the boat ramp at the end of Barramundi 
Drive, which discharges into McKenzie Arm, locally known as Six Pack Creek. They were the most 
concerned about access for boats and pointed out locations where they regularly fish for crabs and 
fish. 

18 people expressed a strong interest in future work opportunities, with some even offering to 
provide their CV immediately. A number of people have worked in the construction industry while a 
small number have worked, or are presently working, in aquaculture. The potential for future jobs at 
the facility was of particular interest to “weekenders” (those who live at Dundee on weekends but 
work in Darwin during the week) who see the opportunity to move permanently to the region, as 

Resident
82% Weekender

16%

Other
2%

Residential status
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well as young local residents who have limited opportunity for local work at present. A number of 
local businesses have also identified further opportunities that could be explored beyond direct 
employment. More detailed breakdown of job and business opportunities utilising local resources 
would be helpful in further engaging with local residents. 

The siting of the access road is of interest to residents in the immediate facility. Fire management 
was canvassed by residents involved with the Dundee Volunteer Bushfire Brigade. 

Three residents identified themselves as currently accessing the site on a regular basis. One resident 
has a fisherman’s shack located at Point Ceylon and two others also said they used this shack and 
the surrounding land on a regular basis. There may be opportunities to engage with these local 
residents to explore potential caretakers for the site. A number of other residents said they fished 
and hunted from the land area. 

A local real estate agent advised that there are a number of rental properties in the area that could 
be used for future staff accommodation.  

There was good interaction from local people with a long history in the area who are happy to 
provide additional information to the project team. 

 

 

 

Key stakeholders engaged 
A number of key stakeholders were engaged during the consultation. 

Alan Andrews, Chairman, Dundee Progress Association 

Alan is supportive of the project and very interested in the opportunities that it may offer to Dundee 
residents in the future. He has asked to be kept informed and is happy to pass information on the 
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association’s extensive email database. In the future, Seafarms would be welcome to address a 
public meeting hosted by the Progress Association. 

Peter Pinn, President, Dundee Social and Recreation Club 

Peter expressed support for the project and saw no immediate concern from a fishing perspective. 
Again, he has asked to be kept informed and is happy to facilitate communication with members. 

Gary Higgins, Member for Daly 

Minister Higgins sees good potential for job opportunities for local people. As local member he is 
supportive. As Minister for the Environment he says the project will need to progress through 
normal approval processes. 

Doug Sallis, Operator, The Lodge of Dundee 

Doug expressed an interest in the project but had no specific comment to make. 

Les Pleitner, Captain, Dundee Volunteer Bushfire Brigade 

Les is happy to work with Seafarms to ensure good fire management processes are put into place. 
He advised that the DBBB back-burns the boundary areas and the main track and sides of Portion 
3192 at the end of each wet season and/or early dry season for fuel load reduction/future access. 
They want to stay informed of any exploratory or other works are in hand or underway at these 
times of the year as they assume that it is generally uninhabited. They have given advice on how to 
protect machinery and other facilities on site. 

In Summary 
Those consulted during this process were overwhelmingly supportive of the proposal so long as the 
environment is protected. Their main concern is that fishing and crabbing activities will not be 
impacted. They would like to see more detail on the science as the proposal moves forward. 
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