
 Environmental impact assessment under the Environment Protection Act 2019 

Submission on the Notice of Significant Variation 

Winchelsea Mining Pty Ltd – Winchelsea Island Manganese Mine Project 

This submission is made under section 51 of the Environment Protection Act 2019 and Regulation 171 of the Environment Protection Regulations 2020  

Government authority: Department of Industry, Tourism and Trade – Tourism NT 

Summary: 

Section of 
Referral 

Theme or 
issue  

Comment  

Section 
6.1.2 

Winchelsea 
Island 
Terrestrial 
Ecology  

 The region’s fishing experiences and pristine marine environment are the main tourism drawcard for visitors. 

 The proponent’s ecological survey identified 28 threatened fauna species as potentially occurring within 10km of the project 
area. 

 A range of endangered and vulnerable marine turtle species inhabit the Groote Eylandt Archipelago with potential occurrence 
both confirmed and rated high (Appendix D). 

 Potential and suitable turtle nesting areas on the coastal beaches of Winchelsea Island are reflected in referral 
documentation, as are confirmed signs of turtles accessing beaches in the project area. 

 The desktop study and field survey found marine turtles as not highly relevant to the project, therefore assessment against 
significant impact criteria has not been provided and little information is provided in regards to the rehabilitation initiatives 
that will be investigated. 

 It is noted that the survey method for nesting sites was conducted via aerial survey in November 2018, at which time may 
not cover nesting season for all species. 

 Additional information is required to comment on potential impacts to marine turtles, in line with the species determined 
highly relevant. 

Section 5.5 Aquatic 
Ecology 

 Key considerations relating to tourism are the preservation of aquatic ecology and construction of the barge loading facility 
on Winchelsea Island. 

 The environment risk assessment outlines potential indirect impacts to aquatic surface water and ecosystems with further 
investigations required (Section 7). 

 Without an EIS provided it is difficult to comment on potential impacts. 

 


