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Pollution Control Act) 
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Date and Time of Notification:    
13th March 2026 13:09 

Person / Company:    
Brent Murdoch / Vista Gold Australia Pty Ltd 

Incident:  
RP7 Tailings Dam Overflow with an estimated 
38,000 m3 per day  
 

 



Fact Sheet Name 
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(a) the incident causing or 
threatening to cause pollution 

 
+438mm of rain in the preceding week 
 
 

(b) the place where the incident 
occurred 

 
Mt Todd Mine Site WGS 84/UTM Zone 53 S 
188582.626 8435376.122 RL122.712 
 
 

(c) the date and time of the incident  
13th March 2026 10:15am 
 

(d) how the pollution has occurred, is 
occurring or may occur 

The dam has a spillway designed to stop 
water from coming into contact with the wall of 
the dam. Due to the highest rainfall we have 
recorded the dam is now full to the height of 
the spillway. 
 
The driving factor is that water going out to the 
environment is a lessor risk to the environment 
then a catastrophic failure of the dam wall. 
 
After consultation with the NT Mines 
Department, we have agreed that the 
temporary plug across the spillway will be 
removed and excess water will now flow out of 
the dam into Horseshoe Creek. 
 
We anticipate that water will continue to flow 
(at varying rates driven by various rainfall 
events) until the water level drops below the 
spillway height.  

(e) the attempts made to prevent, 
reduce, control, rectify or clean up 
the pollution or resultant 
environmental harm caused or 
threatening to be caused by the 
incident 

We are continuing to pump from RP7 to RP3 
(Batman Pit) at the maximum rate of the 
pumping infrastructure (~125 l/sec). 
 
We will take daily water samples of this water 
(RP7), water before the mine (SW2), and after 
the mine (SW4 or SW10). 
 
We will also sample downstream of where this 
water enters Horseshoe Creek (SW11). 
 
The data will be used by an expert to produce 
a report specifically focused on if any effect on 
the environment can be measured. 
 
Our initial assessment is that no harm will be 
caused as the receiving environment is in a 
flood state. 
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(f) the identity of the person notifying 
the NT EPA 

Brent Murdoch, Director and General Manager 
Vista Gold Australia Pty Ltd. 

 


