that the Project's contribution to greenhouse gas emissions in the national context, does not
constitute a 'significant impact' on the environment. The NT EPA will continue to monitor large
scale land clearing proposals to inform its assessment of greenhouse gas emissions and
cumulative impacts in the longer term.
Conclusion
The NT EPA considers that the Project does not require further assessment under the EA Act and
has provided recommendations to the PLB to ensure that potentially significant environmental
impacts can be appropriately managed such that the NT EPA's environmental objectives are likely
to be met.
However the proposal does raise important strategic policy issues in relation to broad scale land
clearing in the agricultural and pastoral regions of the NT, not only from a biodiversity and natural
resource impact perspective (including cumulative impacts), but also in the context of climate
change policy. Project environmental impact assessment is an inefficient tool for dealing with
these broader, important policy issues. As such, the NT EPA will be raising these matters with the
PLB and the Chief Executive Officer of the DENR in the first instance.
The NT EPA has committed to reviewing its guidance on when a land clearing application should
be referred for consideration under the Environmental Assessment Act. The matter of when a
development application should be referred for assessment is also being considered under the
Northern Territory Government's environmental regulatory reform agenda.
DECISION
The proposed action, which was referred to the NT EPA by the Pastoral Land Board, has been
examined by the NT EPA and preliminary investigations and inquiries conducted. The NT EPA has
decided that the potential environmental impacts and risks of the proposed action are not so
significant as to warrant environmental impact assessment by the NT EPA under provisions of the
Environmental Assessment Act. However, the proposed action will require assessment and
approvals under the Pastoral Land Act to ensure potential environmental impacts associated with
the proposed action are effectively managed.
This decision is made in accordance with clause 8(2) of Environmental Assessment Administrative
Procedures, and subject to clause 14A the administrative procedures are at an end with respect to
the proposed action.

DR PAUL VOGEL
CHAIR
NORTHERN TERRITORY ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY
25 October 2017
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