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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 BACKGROUND  

ADG Engineers Pty Ltd (ADG) engaged SJ Traffic Consulting to prepare a Traffic Impact 

Assessment (TIA) to support a concept development application related to the  proposed 

development óLittle Mindil Beach hotelô located at 25 Gilruth Avenue, The Gardens, in 

the City of Darwin.  

 

The site is located immediate to the south of the Mindil Beach Casino Resort and 

currently used as an overflow car park with the vehicle access via the Right of Way 

easement through the Casino Resort car park and the Casino Drive.  

 

All relevant information about the subject site has been reviewed and an assessment of 

the expected traffic and parking impacts arising from the proposed development has been 

undertaken with the findings our assessment documented in this TIA report. 

1.2 PROJECT SCOPE 

This traffic report is intended to form part of a Development Application being prepared 

for submission to the Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics (DIPL) and 

the City of Darwin and addresses the following issues: 

 

¶ Assessment of appropriate access opportunities for the site  

¶ Assess the potential impact of proposal upon surrounding road network 

¶ Integration with its surroundings; and 

 

The report has been prepared in accordance with the Austroads document Guide to Traffic 

Management Part 12: Traffic Impacts of Developments. 

 

1.3 REFERENCES 

In preparing this report, reference has been made to a number of background documents, 

including: 

 

¶ Austroads, Guide to Traffic Management, Part 12: Traffic Impacts of 

Developments, 2009  

¶ Austroads, Guide to Road Design, Part 4A: Unsignalised and Signalised 

Intersections, 2009  

¶ Roads and Traffic Authority. Guide to Traffic Generating Developments, 

Sydney,2002  

¶ NT Planning Scheme, Land and Planning Services (Dept of Lands Planning and 

the Environment), Mar 2014  
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2.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS  

2.1 SUBJECT SITE 

The area commonly known as Little Mindil is located at the Lot 7651, at the address of 

25 Gilruth Avenue, The Gardens.  

 

To the north-west of the site is the Little Mindil Beach foreshore and to the north-east is 

Mindil Creek and Mindil Beach Casino. While the site currently has no direct vehicle 

access from its wide frontage to Gilruth Avenue, an existing 230-space car park can be 

accessed via Casino Drive. Little Mindil is predominately an open, grassy and 

undeveloped area of just over 5 hectares that currently hosts gala, concert and other 

community events. 

 

The subject site and surrounding road network are illustrated in Figure 1 below. 
                                                        

Figure 1- Locality Plan 

 

2.2 EXISTING ZONING  

The site is currently zoned Multi zone (MZ) in the current Northern Territory Planning 

Scheme (NTPS).  
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2.3 SURROUNDING ROAD NETWORK  

The proposed bushfire station is bounded by Stuart Highway to the west and Townend 

Road to the north.  

 

Gilruth Ave  is a sub-arterial road under the care and control of City of Darwin. It is 

aligned in a north-south direction and provides connection between Goyder Road to the 

north and Smith Street to the south. Gilruth Avenue is an undivided road with an 

approximate carriageway width of 7.6 m, comprising of one traffic lane in each direction 

and footpaths on both sides of the road. Clearways apply at all times in both directions. 

Gilruth Avenue has a posted speed limit of 50 km/h adjacent to the subject site and 

changes to 60km/h north of the subject site.  

 

Intersection of Smith Street/ Gilruth Avenue is a single lane roundabout with four 

approaches which are under the car and control of City of Darwin. Lambell Terrace, 

Kahlin Avenue and Smith Street function as collector roads and have posted speed limit 

of 50km/h.  
  

Figure 2- Intersection of Smith Street/ Kahlin  Avenue/ Lambell Terrace 

  
 

2.4 PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLIST FACILITIES  

There is pedestrian foothpath on the eastern side of the Gilruth Avenue and a shared path 

along the western side of Gilruth Avenue with a width of 2.5m.  
` 
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Figure 3- Existing shared path next to the subject site  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A pedestrian refuge crossing is provided on Gilruth Avenue to the north of the subject 

site. 

 
Figure 4- Existing pedestrian refuge crossing north of subject site  

 
 

There is an existing footpath which runs along the northern side of the subject site, 

connecting from the shared path on the western side of Gilruth Avenue to the Mindil 

Beach foreshore. Footbridges also exist connecting the subject site to the Mindil Beach 

Casino. 
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2.5 PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

The bus services operating along Gilruth Avenue is shown in the table below. 

 

Table 1: Bus routes  

Route Average Frequency 

Route 4, Casuarina ï Darwin via Charles Darwin University, 

Alawa, Rapid Creek, Nightcliff and Fannie Bay 

1 hour 

Route 6, Darwin ï Darwin via Mesum, Fannie Bay and Parap 30 mins 

Route 15, Darwin Interchange ï Mindil  Beach Market via 

Cavenagh Street, Daly Street, Mitchell Street, Lambell Tce 

and Gilruth Avenue and return 

20 mins (Thursday 

market days only) 

 

There are bus stops and indented bus bays for Route 4 and 6 on both sides of Gilruth 

Avenue to the north of the proposed development. There is a bus stop for Route 15 on 

Mitchell Street, approximately 500 m south of the proposed development access. 

Figure 5- Existing intended bus bays north of the proposed development 

 

2.6 EXISTING TRAFFIC VOLUMES  

In order to determine current traffic volumes along Gilruth Avenue, SJ Traffic Consulting 

conducted peak period traffic counts (7.00-9:00 AM) and afternoon (4.00-6:00 PM) on 

Tuesday 26th May 2020. The results are illustrated in Figure 5. 

No turning counts at the nearby intersections were conducted due to COVID-19 recovering 

period, which the road network still experiencing less traffic. 
 

 


