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NVIRONMENT ROTECTION PPROVALE P A
(Pursuant to section 34 of the )Waste Management and Pollution Control Act

Approval Holder Gumatj Corporation Limited
Approval Number EPA390 - 01

Registered Business 
Address

Gumatj Corporation Limited
26 Guymal Amurra Road
Gunyangara NT 0880

ABN 52 432 690 896

Premises Address N.T. Portion 01646 plan(s) CP 004181
22730 CENTRAL ARNHEM RD, WEST ARNHEM

Anniversary Date: 20 December

Commencement Date: 20/12/2024

Expiry Date: 19/12/2026

Scheduled Activity Constructing, installing or carrying out works in relation to 
premises, other than sewage treatment plants, for the storage, 
re-cycling, treatment or disposal of listed wastes on a 
commercial or fee for service basis.

Description Construction of the Gove Asbestos Monocell (GAM) utilising a 
modular cell design to support campaign-based disposal of 
asbestos-containing materials (ACM) and steel structures 
generated from the demolition of the Gove Refinery, and 
houses in the Nhulunbuy township.

The construction activity includes:

excavating an area measuring approximately 63 m long 
by 26 m wide, to a depth of 3 m
installing anchor tranches
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compacting the soil subgrade to geotechnical 
specifications
laying down a heavy-duty geofabric liner
overlaying the liner with a 100 mm sand bedding layer
establishing:

access tracks
temporary erosion and sediment control structures
stormwater runoff diversion and control structures, 
and

setting up temporary facilities, including a site office, 
laydown areas, and portable toilets.

Final capping of the GAM will be regulated under an 
environmental protection licence to operate and close out the 
facility when the first campaign is complete.
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1.  
2.  
3.  

a.  
b.  

c.  

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS APPROVAL

This approval does not in any way relieve the approval holder from its obligations to comply with the 
 (WMPC Act), including the general environmental duty in Waste Management and Pollution Control Act

section 12 of the WMPC Act and the duty to notify of incidents causing or threatening to cause pollution 
under section 14 of the WMPC Act.

Duration of an approval (section 41 of the WMPC Act)

An approval will remain in force until:
its expiry date; or
a licence for the premises to which the approval relates comes into force; or
where no expiry date is stated in the approval, two years.

The approval holder may apply to the NT EPA for an extension or reduction of the period specified on an 
approval.

Amendment or Revocation of conditions of an approval (section 37 of the WMPC Act)

The approval holder may apply to amend or revoke a condition of this approval.

A fee applies and the application must be made using the designated form via NT EPA Online.

The NT EPA may also amend or revoke a condition of this approval as set out in section 38 of the WMPC 
Act.

Transfer of an approval (section 46 of the WMPC Act)

The approval holder can apply to transfer their approval to another person.

Extension of an approval (section 41 of the WMPC Act)

The approval holder may apply to extend their approval not earlier than 90 days, and not later than 30 
days, before their approval expires.

A fee applies and the application must be made via NT EPA Online.

Public Register

A copy of environment protection approvals and any plans for environmental management, required as a 
condition of an environment protection approval, will be placed on a register in accordance with section 9 
of the WMPC Act.

The NT EPA makes this register freely available from the NT EPA website.

Environment Protection Objectives (Part 4 of the WMPC Act), and Water Quality Standards (section 73 of the 
)Water Act

An Environment Protection Objective (EPO) is a statutory instrument to establish principles on which:
environmental quality is to be maintained, enhanced, managed or protected;
pollution, or environmental harm resulting from pollution, is to be assessed, prevented, reduced, 
controlled, rectified or cleaned up; and
effective waste management is to be implemented or evaluated.

In accordance with section 18 of the WMPC Act a beneficial use, quality standard, criteria or objective 
declared under section 73 of the  and in force is an environment protection objective for the Water Act
purposes of the WMPC Act.

The following EPOs and Beneficial Use Declarations (BUDs) are relevant to this approval:
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Declaration of Beneficial Uses Gove Area Marine Waters:
Aquatic ecosystems protection;
recreational water quality; and
aesthetics, as specified.
NTG Gazette No. G9, 11/03/1988 and No. G20, 27/05/1998.

Environmental Interests

This section highlights sensitivity of the surrounding land use and environment associated with the location 
of the approved activity.

Sites of Conservation Significance:
SOCS 24 (NT Parks and Conservation Masterplan Map Number 9) - Gove Peninsula and north-
east Arnhem coast.

Cultural Interests

It is the approval holder's responsibility to contact the Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority and ensure 
that any Authority Certificates required as a result of conducting the activity are obtained and complied 
with.
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 RULES FOR INTERPRETING THE CONDITIONS OF THIS APPROVAL

Where there is a discrepancy between the conditions of this approval and any plan, standard, guideline or 
other document referred to in this approval, the conditions of this approval prevail to the extent of the 
inconsistency.
Any reference to any standard (Australian or international) in this approval means the relevant parts of the 
current version of that standard.
A reference to any guideline or code of practice (or to the relevant parts of any guideline or code of 
practice) in this approval means the current version of the guideline or code of practice.
Under section 39 of the WMPC Act, any contravention of or failure to comply with this approval by the 
approval holder may be an offence.
In determining whether the approval holder has committed an offence, the approval holder may be liable 
for the conduct of its directors, employees or agents.
The approval holder should ensure that each of its directors, employees, contractors or agents are aware 
of, and comply with, this approval.
In this approval, unless the contrary intention appears, words that are defined in the WMPC Act are 
intended to have the meaning given to them in that Act.
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APPROVAL CONDITIONS

GENERAL

1 The approval holder must ensure the contact details recorded in NT EPA Online for this approval are 
correct at all times.

2 The approval holder must at all times have a 24 hour emergency contact.

3 The approval holder must cause clear and legible signage, in English, to be displayed in a prominent 
location at each public entrance to the premises that includes the following details:

3.1 environment protection approval number issued under the WMPC Act; and

3.2 24 hour emergency contact details.

4 The approval holder must provide to the NT EPA, within 10 business days of a request, a copy of any 
document, monitoring data or other information in relation to the activity, in the format requested by the 
NT EPA.

5 All notices, reports, documents or other correspondence required to be provided as a condition of this 
licence, unless otherwise specified as a condition of this licence, must be provided in electronic form by 
uploading the document via NT EPA Online (or by emailing environmentalregulation@nt.gov.au).

6 The approval holder must implement, maintain and follow the documents listed in Table 2.
 
Table 2 - Documents Relevant to the Activity
 
Gove Asbestos Cell: Reference
Construction Environmental Management Plan  Rev A 
Construction Emergency Response Management Plan  Rev A
Asbestos Monocell Cross Section SKETCH 2_B
Asbestos Monocell Campaign 1 SKETCH 3_Rev C
Conceptual Site Model CSM_754-DRWEN347888_M01_TT

7 Within 10 business days of any amendment being made to a document listed in Table 2 the approval 
holder must provide the amended document to the NT EPA, along with:

7.1 a tabulated summary of the amendment(s) with document references;

7.2 reasons for the amendment(s); and

7.3 an assessment of environmental risk associated with the amendment(s).

8 The NT EPA may require the approval holder to revise or amend and resubmit any amended document. 
Where the NT EPA requires a document to be resubmitted, the approval holder must submit it to the NT 
EPA by the date specified by the NT EPA.

OPERATIONAL

9 The approval holder must ensure any plant and equipment used by the approval holder in conducting 
the activity:

9.1 is reasonably fit for the purpose and use to which it is put;

9.2 is maintained; and



ENVIRONMENT ROTECTION PPROVALP A  390 - 01

Page  of 8 11

9.3 is operated by a person trained to use the plant and equipment.

10 The approval holder must ensure that wastewater generated from washing plant and equipment 
associated with the activity does not cause pollution.

11 The approval holder must segregate waste at the premises in clearly designated areas.

12 The approval holder must ensure that all materials that are likely to cause environmental harm are 
handled and stored in areas with a containment system in accordance with the relevant Australian 
Standard. Where no relevant Australian Standard exists, the containment system must be sized to 
contain 110% of the volume of the largest container within the area.

13 The approval holder must provide a Construction Quality Assurance Plan (CQAP) for the activity to 
the NT EPA at least 5 business days prior to commencing construction and installation of the activity. 
The CQAP must:

13.1 include a scope of works;

13.2 include the final specifications and design drawings of the works;

13.3 include roles and responsibilities for the implementation of the CQAP;

13.4 provide the technical qualifications of the person(s) who will be overseeing the CQAP;

13.5 provide the technical qualifications of the person(s) who will be certifying the works upon 
completion;

13.6 describe the details of any proposed inspection, testing and verification methods (including 
procedures, responsibilities, frequency);

13.7 include non-conformance and corrective action procedures;

13.8 be reviewed by an independant suitably qualified person(s); and

13.9 be provided to the NT EPA with a copy of the suitably qualified person(s) review.

14 The NT EPA may require the approval holder to revise, amend and/or resubmit the CQAP submitted 
under condition 13. Where the NT EPA requires the CQAP to be resubmitted, the approval holder must 
submit it to the NT EPA by the date specified by the NT EPA.

15 The approval holder must construct the activity in accordance with the CQAP submitted to the NT EPA 
under conditions 13, or as revised under condition 14.

16 The approval holder must ensure the activity is designed and constructed to ensure the Asbestos 
Monocell liners:

16.1 are constructed to a permeability that prevents seepage of contaminants to groundwater; and

16.2 are able to withstand the weight of waste and the compaction equipment without crushing.

DISCHARGES AND EMISSIONS

17 The approval holder must ensure there is no migration or overflow of a contaminant or waste, which 
causes or may cause environmental harm, beyond the boundary of the land on which the premises are 
located. (For the avoidance of doubt, this condition is not intended to authorise the discharge of a 
contaminant or waste to any land or water which discharge has not been specifically authorised by 
another condition of this approval.)

18 The approval holder must not allow a contaminant or waste, which causes or may cause environmental 
harm, to enter water.
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19 The approval holder must ensure that stormwater does not come into contact with a contaminant or 
waste, which causes or may cause environmental harm.

RECORDING AND REPORTING

20 The approval holder must keep records of all non-compliances with this approval. These records must 
be adequate to enable the approval holder to comply with the non-compliance notification conditions of 
this approval.

21 The approval holder must notify the NT EPA of any non-compliance with this approval by completing the 
Non-Compliance Notification via NT EPA Online (or by emailing environmentalregulation@nt.gov.au), as 
soon as practicable after (and in any case within 24 hours after) first becoming aware of the non-
compliance.

22 The approval holder must include in the notification of non-compliance the following information:

22.1 when the non-compliance was detected and by whom;

22.2 the date and time of the non-compliance;

22.3 the actual and potential causes and contributing factors to the non-compliance;

22.4 the risk of environmental harm arising from the non-compliance;

22.5 the action(s) that have or will be undertaken to mitigate any environmental harm arising from the 
non-compliance;

22.6 corrective actions that have or will be undertaken to ensure the non-compliance does not
reoccur;

22.7 if no action was taken, why no action was taken; and

22.8 a date when an incident investigation report will be submitted to the NT EPA.

23 The approval holder must submit to the NT EPA, at the completion of the activity, a review of the 
completed activity with certification from a suitably qualified person(s) that the works conducted:

23.1 were constructed in accordance with the plans provided in condition 13 or as revised under 
condition 14;

23.2 'as constructed’ will deliver the intended performance; and

23.3 are compliant with condition 15 and 16 of this approval.
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END OF APPROVAL CONDITIONS

This approval is not valid unless signed below:

Claudia Hunter 
A/Director Environmental Regulation
Delegate of the Northern Territory
Environment Protection Authority
Dated: 23/04/2025
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DEFINITIONS

All terms in the Approval which are defined in the  have the Waste Management and Pollution Control Act
meaning given in that Act unless otherwise or further defined in this section.

DEFINITION In this approval, unless a contrary intention appears:

24 hour emergency 
contact

the phone number of a person who can be contacted at any time and be capable of 
responding to and providing information about any incident associated with the 
activity.

Activity the Scheduled activity as described on the covering page of this approval.

Asbestos containing 
material

any material that contains asbestos.

Listed waste a waste included under Schedule 2 of the Regulations.

Non-compliance 
notification

an NT EPA prescribed format for notifying the NT EPA of a non-compliance.

NT EPA Online online system for Environment Protection Approval (EPL), Environment Protection 
Approval (EPA) and Waste Discharge Approval (WDL) lodgement and 
maintenance.

Regulations .Waste Management and Pollution Control (Administration) Regulations 1998

Suitably qualified person means a person who has professional qualifications, training, skills or experience
relevant to the nominated subject matter and can give authoritative assessment,
advice and analysis to performance relative to the subject matter using the relevant
protocols, standards, methods or literature.

Wastewater water that contains a contaminant or waste.

WMPC Act the Northern Territory .Waste Management and Pollution Control Act 1998


