
 

 

SECTION 14 INCIDENT REPORT (Waste Management and 
Pollution Control Act) 

 
NORTHERN TERRITORY ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY 1 

 

Date and Time of Notification:   23/12/16  
0800hrs 

Person / Company:   Craig Phillips 
Plantation Management Partners for Tiwi 
Plantation Corporation 

Incident: Tannin water mixed with storm water release 
 

(a) the incident causing or 
threatening to cause pollution 

Over a 3 day period being 19th, 20th and 21st 
December Port Melville site received in excess 
of 250mm of rainfall in a short space of time. 
The bureau of meteorology issued 5 extreme 
warnings for the Tiwi island during this period.  
Joseph Taylor attended site on the afternoon 
of 22nd and found that bund 1 had overflowed, 
as expected with this level of rainfall it was 
highly diluted. 
 

(b) the place where the incident 
occurred 

 
Port Melville Tiwi Island 
 
 

(c) the date and time of the incident 19th , 20th and 21st December 2016 
 
 

(d) how the pollution has occurred, is 
occurring or may occur 

Tannin from woodchip stockpiles is leaching 
into port drainage system. This high/heavy 
rainfall event caused basins to fill and overflow 
out. 
 
 
 

(e) the attempts made to prevent, 
reduce, control, rectify or clean up 
the pollution or resultant 
environmental harm caused or 
threatening to be caused by the 
incident 

Tiwi Plantation Corporation has engaged 
EcOz Environmental to assist in a Tannin 
Management Plan, the plan is well advanced 
and is having immediate results. Further 
engineering is planned this week and is 
expected to be finished  by January 2017 

(f) the identity of the person notifying 
the NT EPA 

Craig Phillips 0437 150968 

 


