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Controlled discharge of wastewater from the Palmerston Waste 
Stabilisation Ponds (WSPs) to Myrmidion Creek and thereafter 
Darwin Harbour subject to the conditions of this licence. 
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V/ASTE DISCHARGE LICENCE (WDL148-08) 

INFORMATION ABOUT THIS LICENCE 

Definitions Qf Terms 

• A section including the definition of terms used in this Licence can be found at the end of it. 

• Terms used in the waste discharge licence which are defined in the Water Act 1992 (the Act) have 
the meaning given in that Act unless specifically indicated otherwise. 

Responsibilities of Licensee 

• It is an offence under the Water Act 1992, if the holder of a waste discharge licence contravenes 
or fails to comply with the conditions of a waste discharge licence. 

• Licensees must comply at all times with the requirements of the Water Act 1992 and all applicable 
laws. 

• Except as expressly provided for in this licence, the licensee must not: 

o cause environmental harm either directly or indirectly; 

o allow waste to come into contact with water; or 

o allow water to be polluted. 

• Without limiting the conditions of this licence, in conducting the activity, the licensee must do all 
things reasonable and practicable to: 

o prevent or minimise the likelihood of pollution occurring as a result of, or in connection 
with, the activity; 

o prevent or minimise the likelihood of environmental harm occurring as a result, or in 
connection with, the activity; 

o effectively respond to pollution and the risk of pollution occurring as a result of, or in 
connection with, the activity; 

o effectively respond to environmental harm and the risk of environmental harm occurring 
as a result of or in connection with the activity; and 

o apply the principles of ecologically sustainable development. 

Duration of licence 

• This licence will remain in force until its expiry date, it is surrendered by the licensee, or until it is 
suspended or revoked by the Controller of Water Resources. 

• As set out in section 94 of the Water Act 1992, the holder of a licence may, at any time, surrender 
the licence. 

Amendment, Modification or Revocation of Licence (section 93 of the Water Act 1992) 

• As set out in section 93 of the Water Act 1992, the Controller of Water Resources may, by notice: 

o amend or modify the terms and conditions of a licence; 

o revoke a licence; or 

o suspend a licence. 
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WASTE DISCHARGE LICENCE {WDL148-08) 

Public Register 

• A copy of this Licence will be placed on a register in accordance with section 95 of the Act. 

• A copy of waste discharge licences and any plans for environmental management, reports, 
submissions or documents required as a condition of a waste discharge licence, will be placed on 
a register. 

• The Administering Agency makes this register freely available from the Northern Territory 
Environment Protection Authority (NT EPA) website. 

Beneficial Use Declaration (section 73 of the Water Act 1992) 

• Beneficial Use Declaration (BUD) is a legislated process that reduces the effects of water pollution 
and assists in the protection and management of water. The community decides how a particular 
water body should be used by choosing on one or more Beneficial Use categories. 

Environmental Interests 

• This section highlights the beneficial uses as declared under the Water Act 1992 and the 
sensitivity of the surrounding land use and environment associated with the location of the . 
approved activity. 

o Declared beneficial uses and or water quality objectives are: 
■ Declaration of Beneficial Uses and Objectives, Darwin Harbour Region, Northern 

Territory Government Gazette No. G27, 7 July 2010. 

o Sites of Conservation Significance, SOC Number 6 Darwin harbour 

Cultural Interests 

• It is the licensee's responsibility to contact the Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority, appropriate 
land council or other governing body and ensure that any Authority Certificates required as a 
result of conducting the licenced activity are obtained and complied with. 

RULES FOR INTERPRETING THE CONDITIONS OF THIS LICENCE 

• Where there is a discrepancy between the conditions of this licence and any plan, standard, 
guideline or other document referred to in this licence, the conditions of this licence prevail to the 
extent of the inconsistency. 

• Any reference to any standard (Australian or international) in this licence means the relevant parts 
of the current version of that standard. 

• A reference to any guideline or code of practice ( or to the relevant parts of any guideline or code 
of practice) in this licence means the current version of the guideline or code of practice. 

• Under section 76 of the Water Act 1992, any contravention of or failure to comply with this licence 
by the licensee may be an offence. 

• In this licence, unless the contrary intention appears, words that are defined in the Water Act 1992 
are intended to have the meaning given to them in that Act. 
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WASTE DISCHARGE LICENCE (WDL148-08) 

LICENCE CONDITIONS 

GENERAL 

1. The licensee must ensure the contact details recorded with Administering Agency for this licence 
are correct at all times. 

2. The licensee must at all times have a 24 hour emergency contact. 

3. The licensee must notify the Administering Agency prior to making any operational change that will 
cause, or is likely to cause, an increase in the potential for environmental harm. 

4. The licensee must cause clear and legible signage, in English, to be displayed in a prominent 
location at each public entrance to the premises that includes the following details: 

4.1. waste discharge licence number issued under the Water Act 1992; and 

4.2. 24 hour emergency contact details. 

5. The licensee must cause a copy of this licence to be available for inspection by any person, in hard 
copy form, at the registered business address. 

6. The licensee must cause a copy of this licence to be available at all times on the licensee's 
Australian website. 

7. The licensee must provide to the Administering Agency, within 10 business days of a request, a 
copy of any document, monitoring data or other information in relation to the activity, in the format 
requested by the Administering Agency. 

8. All notices, reports, documents or other correspondence required to be provided as a condition of 
this licence, unless otherwise specified as a condition of this licence, must be provided in electronic 
form by emailing waste@nt.gov.au. 

9. The licensee must maintain and implement the documents l[sted in Table 1. 

Table 1 D t e evant t 0 L"1cenced A f ·tocumen s R I C IVltY 

Document ID Document Title 

D2015/500627 Wastewater Discharge Licence - Communications Strategy 

D2015/199966 Power and Water Corporation Emergency Management Plan 

D2021/148679 Palmerston Waste Stabilisation Ponds Improvement Plan 2021 

10. Within 10 business days of any amendment (other than typographical changes or revisions of 
formatting or referencing) being made to a document listed in Table 1, the licensee must provide 
the amended document to the Administering Agency, along with: 

10.1. A tabulated summary of the amendment(s) with document references; 

10.2. Reasons for the amendments(s); and 

10.3. An assessment of environmental risk associated with the amendment(s) 

11. The Administering Agency may require the licensee to revise or amend and resubmit any document 
provided as a condition of this licence. Where the Administering Agency requires a document to be 
resubmitted, the licer.isee must submit it to the Administering Agency by the date specified by the 
Administering Agency. 

12. The licensee must operate and maintain a community feedback number. 

13. The licensee must display the community feedback number: 

13.1. in a prominent location on the licensee's Australian website; 

13.2. in the Communications Strategy referred to in Table 1; and 

13.3. in other publicly available documents relating to the activity. 
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WASTE DISCHARGE LICENCE (WDL148-08) 

14. The licensee must maintain a Complaint Log for all complaints received by the licensee in relation 
to the activity. 

15. The licensee must ensure that the Complaint Log includes, for each complaint received by the 
licensee, the following information: 

15.1. the person to whom the complaint was made; 

15.2. the person responsible for managing the complaint; 

15.3. the date and time the complaint was reported; 

15.4. the date and time of the event(s) that led to the complaint; 

15.5. the contact details of the complainant if known, or where no details are provided a note 
to that effect; 

15.6. the nature of the complaint; 

15.7. the nature of event(s) giving rise to t_he complaint; 

15.8. prevailing weather conditions at the time (where relevant to the complaint); 

15.9. the action taken in relation to the complaint, including any follow-up contact with the 
complainant; and 

15.10. if no action was taken , why no action was taken. 

16. The licensee must implement, maintain and follow an Emergency Response Plan that addresses 
procedures for responding to emergencies associated with the activity that may cause 
environmental harm. 

EARLY SURRENDER OF LICENCE 

17. Any reports, records or other information required or able to be provided by the licensee under this 
licence must be submitted to the Administering Agency prior to the licensee surrendering the 
licence. If the date on which a report, record or other information is required falls after the date the 
licensee requests to surrender this licence, the licensee must provide the report, record or 
information as far as possible using data available to the licensee up to and including the date the 
request to surrender the licence is made. 

OPERATIONAL 

18. The licensee must, without limiting any other condition of this licence, in conducting the activity do 
all things reasonable and practicable to ensure the activity does not adversely affect the Declared 
Beneficial Uses and Objectives as declared from time to time, including those applying to: 

- The Darwin Harbour Region (Northern Territory Government Gazette No. G27, 7 July 2010. 

19. The licensee must ensure any plant and equipment used by the licensee in conducting the activity: 

19.1. is reasonably fit for the purpose and use to which it is put; 

19.2. is maintained; and 

19.3. is operated by a person trained to use the plant and equipment. 

20. No change, replacement or alteration of plant and equipment is permitted if the change , 
replacement or alteration increases the risk of environmental harm for the licenced activity, unless 
approved by the Administering Agency. 

DISCHARGES 

21. This licence authorises discharge to water from the authorised discharge point(s) as identified in 
Table 2, and as otherwise allowed in accordance with the conditions of this licence. 
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WASTE DIS_CHARGE LICENCE {WDL148-08) 

T bl 2 A h . d D" h P . ta e ut onse 1sc arge oms 

Authorised 
Discharge Point 

Description Location 

Myrmidon Creek 
Outfall SPAEOP 

End of pipe for outlet from Pond 5 (Maturation 
Pond 4) comprising treated sewage effluent 

Latitude:-12.50370 

Lonqitude: 130.94861 

22. The licensee must ensure that all discharge events at each authorised discharge point consist only 
of waste from the source(s) as specified in Table 2. 

23. The licensee must, for each authorised discharge point, install, operate and maintain a device to 
measure and record, for each discharge event: 

23.1. the time the discharge commenced and the duration of the discharge; 

23.2. the discharge rate of flow; and 

23.3. the discharge volume. 

24. The licensee must ensure that the discharge from all discharge events at each authorised 
discharge point does not: 

24.1. contain any floating debris, oil, grease, petroleum hydrocarbon sheen, scum, litter or 
other objectionable matter; 

24.2. cause or generate odours which would adversely affect the use of surrounding 
environment; 

24.3. cause algal blooms in the receiving environment; 

24.4. cause visible change in the typical behaviour of fish or other aquatic organisms in the 
receiving environment; 

24.5. cause mortality of fish or other aquatic organisms; or 

24.6. cause adverse impacts on plants or animals in receiving waters. 

MONITORING 

25. The licensee must conduct surface water monitoring in accordance with Appendix 1, Table 1-1. 

26. The licensee must conduct sediment monitoring in accordance with Appendi·x 2, Table 2-1. 

27. The licensee must ensure that all samples and field environmental data are representative of the 
conditions at the time of sampling. 

28. The licensee must ensure that all samples and field environmental data are collected in accordance 
with recognised Australian Standards and guidelines (such as AS/NZS 5667, ANZG 2018) 

29. The licensee must ensure that all monitoring samples are analysed at a laboratory with current 
NATA accreditation or equivalent, for the parameters to be measured. 

30. The licensee must for all land based monitoring points specified in this licence: 

30.1. install and maintain appropriate identification signage so that they are reasonably 
identifiable at all times; and 

30.2. maintain safe access and egress, as is reasonable and practicable. 

31. The licensee must ensure any samples collected in accordance with this licence or in connection 
with the activity, are obtained by, or under the supervision of, a qualified sampler. 

32. The licensee must ensure that, for each sample collected in accordance with this or in connection 
with the activity or this licence, the following informati0n must be recorded and retained: 

32.1. the date on which the sample was collected; 

32.2. the time at which the sample was collected; 

32.3. the location at which the sample was collected; 
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