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PO Box 3675 
Parap NT 0801 

Dear  

  
Re: Referral (Proponent Initiated EIS) - Sun Cable Australia-ASEAN Power Link  

 

The Department of Environment, Parks and Water Security (DEPWS) has assessed the information 
contained in the above application and provides the following comments:  
 
Flora and Fauna Division 
The Flora and Fauna Division acknowledges that the proposal is currently in the preliminary phases of 
planning, and the scope and alignment is yet to be finalised. Based on the information provided in the 
referral, the Division considers that there is potential for threatened species and significant and sensitive 
vegetation to occur within or adjacent to the proposal.  
 
The referral identifies avoidance and mitigation measures to avoid or reduce impacts to the receiving 
environment. The adequacy of these mitigation measures is uncertain due to the lack of comprehensive 
information to inform the risk assessment as well as limited detail on the mitigation measures themselves. 
More detailed management strategies and operational procedures are required to evaluate whether the 
mitigation actions will avoid or reduce impacts.  
 
Based on the information provided in the referral, the Flora and Fauna Division agrees with the proponent 
that there is potential significant impacts on values associated with terrestrial ecosystems and marine 
ecosystems. Comments have also been provided on the draft Terms of Reference (ToR) submitted with the 
referral documentation (Table 1).  
 
Recommendation 
In summary, the risk to values associated with terrestrial ecosystems and marine ecosystems remains 
uncertain due to the preliminary scope of the proposal. Further details of the proposal, which may include 
additional on-ground investigations, are required to allow for a transparent and appropriately informed risk 
assessment. This information would also contribute to the development of well defined management 
responses for the proposal. 
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Given the significant biodiversity values in and near the proposal area and the potential pathways for 
impact on protected matters, it is recommended that the project requires assessment at the level of an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  
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The locations of the proposed solar farm precinct near Elliott, the high-voltage direct current (HVDC) 
overhead transmission line from the solar farm to Darwin, the VSC and battery in Darwin and the land 
sea joint station in Darwin are within the highly seasonal climatic zones dominated by a Wet season 
from December to April and a Dry season from May to November.  
 
The proposed activities have the potential to generate dust, particularly during the Dry season. The 
proponent must ensure that dust and/or nuisance airborne particles are not discharged or emitted 
where they may have an adverse impact on the surrounding natural environment and/or amenity of the 
area. The proponent is to ensure, during all stages of development and operation, that appropriate work 
practices are identified and implemented to ensure the release of dust and particulate matter does not 
cause an ‘environmental nuisance’ within the meaning of that term set out in the WMPC Act. Due 
consideration should be given to the prevention of the dropping or tracking of materials onto sealed 
road networks. 
 
The proponent must also ensure that appropriate soil erosion control measures are employed, 
throughout the construction stage of the development and the ongoing operational phases. 
 
Where waste fill material is generated and to be removed from the development sites, or fill is imported 
for use on-site, Sun Cable should ensure that waste classification assessment is undertaken in 
accordance with NSW EPA Waste Classification Guidelines, Part 1: Classifying Waste, 2014, and 
associated waste classification guidelines. Consideration should also be given to the appropriate 
management of waste to maximise beneficial reuse and to prevent contamination. Guidance for 
managing construction and demolition and waste soil, including waste that is potentially suitable for use 
as waste derived fill (WDF) is provided by EPA South Australia, available at www.epa.sa.gov.au. WDF 
must be similar to virgin solid mineralogical materials that are naturally present in the soil profile (such 
as inert soil, rock, sand and silt). The WDF material can be used to beneficially supplement or replace 
the virgin materials, provided it does not cause harm to the environment or to human health.  
 
To assist in the prevention of emissions and discharges: 
 secondary containment measures for fuel and chemical storage and transfer should be in place 
 bunded areas should be impervious and be kept clean 
 daily inspections should occur 
 volume of incident rainfall into bunded areas must be minimised 
 procedures should be in place for containing, treating, disposing/re-using contaminated stormwater 
and releasing uncontaminated stormwater 
 procedures are required for monitoring and documenting compliance. 
 
The potential risks highlighted above are not considered to be significant, and can be appropriately 
managed through the development and implementation of Environmental Management Plans, 
Construction Environmental Management Plans, Erosion and Sediment Control Plans, and Waste 
Management Plans. If fully implemented, reviewed and adapted on a routine basis, the management 
plans may assist the proponent in meeting the obligations of the WMPC Act, specifically section 12. 
The proponent is reminded to strive to incorporate ‘best practice environmental management’ (defined 
in the WMPC Act) in the management plans so as to minimise any environmental impacts. 
 

 Does the referral and draft ToR address the impact of the project on the relevant NT EPA 
environmental factors and objectives? 
 
The risks as identified above have been addressed in the referral and draft ToR. 
 

 Is an EIS the appropriate method of assessment to address your identified impacts?  






