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.'. NORTHERN Department of Goyder Centre
*

. ' TERRITORY ENVIRONMENT, PARKS 25 Chung Wah Terrace
@9 GOVERNMENT AND WATER SECURITY Palmerston NT 0830
PO Box 496

Palmerston NT 0831
E DevelopmentAssessment. DEPWS@nt.gov.au
T088999 4446

Our ref: DEPWS2022/0072

Ms Lisa Bradley

Department of Environment, Parks and Water Security
GPO Box 3675

Darwin NT 0801

Dear Ms Bradley

Re: Referral - Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics - Mandorah Marine Facilities

The Department of Environment, Parks and Water Security (DEPWS) has assessed the additional
information submitted for the above referral and provides the following comments:

Flora and Fauna Division

Staff from the Division have reviewed the referral and have identified the potential for significant impacts
to natural values but information gaps mean there are uncertainties about the extent of these impacts.
Detailed comments are provided in the table found at Appendix 1.

Based on the information provided, it is likely that impacts from the proposal will be localised, and that
impacts to ecological values of the Harbour more broadly will be minor. However, some significant gaps in
the information provided in the referral means that there remains some uncertainty about the extent of
potential impacts, and it would be appropriate that these gaps are addressed to ensure robust impact
assessment and comprehensive risk management through the Construction Environmental Management
Plan (CEMP) and Dredging and Spoil Disposal Management Plan (DSDMP). This particularly applies to
modelling of hydrodynamic processes and sediment deposition, the potential impacts of turbidity and
sedimentation, and the location of the dredge spoil disposal site.

Rangelands Division

Land Assessment Branch

The disturbance of land with an acid sulfate soil risk should be avoided, however if disturbance is necessary
for a proposed development area, then an acid sulfate soil field investigation will be required.

The investigation must be undertaken by a suitably qualified and experienced professional, in accordance
with the Queensland Acid Sulfate Soil Technical Manual: Soil Management Guidelines v4.0 (Dear et al. 2014)
or the Western Australian Acid Sulfate Soils Guideline Series (DER 2015). Essential to an investigation is the
requirement for Chromium Reducible Sulfur (CRS) soil testing at an appropriate site density and to a soil
depth immediately below the proposed disturbance.

If acid sulfate soils are detected through CRS testing, and exposure of these soils is still unavoidable then an
acid sulfate soil management plan is required. The acid sulfate soil management plan will include the
following:

e exact location of the proposed disturbance;

e depth and volume of soil to be disturbed (m 3);
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e clearly presented CRS results;

» acid base accounting results which clearly indicate an accurate liming rate;
e appropriately designed treatment pads;

e lime/soil mixing regimes; and

e an appropriate monitoring program.

Weed Management Branch

It is highly likely that gamba grass will be brought in to the site despite the proponent's assurance that clean
fill will be used. Any weed management plan must have contingencies in place to respond to (eradicate) any
gamba incursions on the site.

Sectionof = Theme or Comment
referral issue
Table 2-1 Cenchrus polystachion and Cenchrus pedicellatus (perennial and annual

mission grass) are subject to a threat abatement plan under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act)
as they have been identified as a key threatening process.

Consideration should be given as to any requirements under an
applicable threat abatement plan.

Section Invasive This sections should also address the Key Threatening Process
2113 species of Cenchrus polystachion and Cenchrus pedicellatus relative to the EPBC
Act.

Proponent should note that Cenchrus spp. Mission grass (annual) has
wrongly been identified as a Class A weed. Cenchrus pedicellatus is not
declared in the NT.

Page 95 Current Section should list the EPBC Act relative to Threat Abatement Plan for
management | the 5 listed grasses as a Key Threatening Process.
plans

Environment Division

The Environment Division provides support to the Northern Territory Environment Protection Authority (NT
EPA) and the Minister for Environment in administering the Environment Protection Act 2019. Officers in the
Environment Division support the NT EPA to identify, assess and mitigate the risk of significant
environmental impacts and also enforce environmental approvals that are approved by the Minister. In that
regard, this Departmental submission does not reflect all Departmental assistance provided to the NT EPA.

Should you have any further queries regarding these comments, please contact the Development
Coordination Branch by email DevelopmentAssessment. DEPWS@nt.gov.au or phone (08) 8999 4446.

Yours sincerely

P2 S, “/%.z,

Maria Wauchope
A/Executive Director, Rangelands

2. 7May 2022
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