
Environmental impact assessment under the Environment Assessment Act 1982 with transitional provisions under the Environmental Protection Act 2019 

Submission on the Supplement to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement  

PNX Metals Limited – Fountain Head Gold Project 

Government authority: Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority (the Authority) 

 

Section of 
Supplement 
to Draft EIS 

Theme or issue  Comment  

Section 
5.1.1 

Regulatory requirements – Sacred Sites The Supplement states that the Proponent is committed to complying with the conditions of 
Authority Certificate C2021/019, issued by the Authority on 24 March 2021. 

Section 
5.2.17 

Potential impacts to downstream sacred sites The Authority considers that the Supplement has effectively outlined the measures to be 
undertaken to avoid biophysical impacts to a downstream sacred site (a billabong/waterhole), 
including additional monitoring of surface water quality and contingency measures to be put in 
place in the case of adverse results. In addition, the Supplement explains that groundwater 
modelling indicates a negligible change in groundwater levels at the site and therefore no changes 
to the hydrology of this sacred site is expected. 

The Authority considers this response to be appropriate and it demonstrates that there is only 
minimal risk of impact to a downstream water-based sacred site, and that the proponent has 
measures in place to mitigate such impact. 
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16 December 2021

Ms Kylie Fitzpatrick
Manager Environmental Assessment

Department of Environment, Parks and Water Security

GPO Box 3675
DARWIN NT 0801

Via email: eia.ntepa@nt.gov.ay

Level 4 Paspalis Centrepoint
48-50 Smith Street Mail

DARWIN NT 0800

Postal address
GPO Box 4550

Darwin NT 0801

E brett.easton@nt.gov.au

T0889995190

File reference
2019/0182

Dear Ms Fitzpatrick

Re: Invite to comment - PNX Metals Limited - Fountain Head Gold Project

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the supplement to the draft Terms of

Reference (ToR) for PNX Metals Fountain Head Gold Project.

The Mining Operations Branch of the Department of Industry, Tourism and Trade has reviewed

the documents and has provided comments on the draft ToR at Attachment A.

If you require any further information please contact Main Walsh, Manager Resource

Regulatory Reform at StrategyPolicvCoordination.DITT@nt.gov.au or on 8999 7020.

Yours sincerely

BRETT EASTON
Director, Resource Policy and Reform
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Environmental impact assessment under the Environment Assessment Act 1982 with transitional provisions under the Environmental Protection Act 2019

Attachment A - Submission on the Supplement to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement

PNX Metals Limited - Fountain Head Gold Project

Government authority: Department of Industry Tourism and Trade

Summary: The Mining Operations Branch has reviewed the Fountain Head Supplement to the Draft EIS and, with the exception of the below comments, considers

the Supplement to the draft EIS adequately addresses potential environmental impacts and risks, and details appropriate management measures.

Section of Theme or issue Comment
Supplement to Draft
EIS

Section 2.4 PAF
Stockpile

And Appendix 8

Section 3.4
Evaporation Pond and
Pit Water Quality

Potential for acid metalliferous
drainage (AMD)

Potential long term impacts

Section 2.4 explains that PAF waste will now be stored within Fountain Head Pit, encapsulated in
3 separate pods. Pods 2 and 3 are below the depth of the future pit lake water table; however,
part of Pod 1 is above the pit lake water table. Pod 1 will contain the highest amount of PAF
material at 470,300 LCM. DITT officers are concerned that Pod 1 will not be sufficiently
submerged at closure to prevent oxidisation. In addition, all three pods will be exposed until the
pit is flooded at closure.

Adequate details for management of this risk have not been provided.

Two scenarios are described for management of the pit post mining, both of which have potential
risks.

Scenario 1 leads to high loads of arsenic in pit water, but no overtopping.

Scenario 2 leads to lower arsenic concentrations, but the pit overtops regularly. Scenario 2 is
PNX's preferred option.

Whichever scenario is adopted, PNX has not demonstrated an understanding of the potential
long term impacts to the surrounding environment and/or described appropriate management
and mitigation of those impacts.



Environmental impact assessment under the Environment Assessment Act 1982 with transitional provisions under the Environmental Protection Act 2019 

Submission on the Supplement to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement  

PNX Metals Limited – Fountain Head Gold Project 

Government authority: Department of Industry, Tourism and Trade – Tourism Division 

Section of 
Supplement 
to Draft EIS 

Theme or issue  Comment  

Section 5.2 
15.2  

Dust and Transport Impact  It is noted that “The proposed traffic generated by the operation of the site will result in 
an increased traffic of 145% (32 trips) along Fountain Head Road and 0.3% (4 trips) along 
Stuart Highway”. This will lead to increased traffic near the Adelaide to Darwin Level 
Crossing along Ban Ban Spring Road. Given the history, it is advised that the proponent 
carry out further assessments to understand the need of traffic management near the 
level crossing. Especially, inclusion of temporary road signage layout and traffic 
management plan near the railway crossing. 

 The proponent has stated “The Ghan will be consulted in relation to blasting activity”. 
Tourism NT recommends this to be done prior to commencement of the project and to 
notify any potential impacts of the blasting to the passenger trains operating.  

 



 
From: PFES, Secretariat <Secretariat.PFES@pfes.nt.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, 14 December 2021 11:05 AM 
To: Fitzpatrick, Kylie <Kylie.Fitzpatrick@nt.gov.au> 
Cc: PFES, Secretariat <Secretariat.PFES@pfes.nt.gov.au>; Suradi, Emma 
<Emma.Suradi@pfes.nt.gov.au> 
Subject: TRM: NTPFES Response: PNX Metals Limited, Fountain Head Gold Project - Supplement to 
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement  
 
Good morning Kylie 
 
In response to your below email, please refer to the following advice: 

 The remote location of the operation is outside the Northern Territory Fire Rescue Services 
(NTFRS) Emergency Response Area, which limits our ability to respond to an emergency in a 
timely manner;  

 With regards to road crash/response, the NTFRS crews will respond as required within existing 
capacity as with any other crash. If the timeliness of that response does not adequately 
mitigate the risk for PNX Metals Limited then self-funded measures should be implemented;  

 The NTFRS is able to advise PNX Metals Limited on current capabilities in the vicinity of their 
operations to inform their risk assessment; and 

 The NTFRS are not in a position to provide comment around environmental impacts within 
this request for comment. 

 
Should you require anything further, please do not hesitate to contact this office. 
 
Regards 
 
Nadia 
 
Nadia Batista  I  Senior Ministerial Liaison Officer 
Secretariat   

Office of the Commissioner of Police and CEO of Fire and Emergency Services 

Northern Territory Police, Fire and Emergency Services  
4th Floor NAB Building, 71 Smith St, Darwin 
 PO Box 39764, Winnellie NT 0821 
 (08) 8901 0237  I   nadia.batista@pfes.nt.gov.au   
 

 
 

This email message and any attached files may contain information that is confidential and subject of legal 
privilege intended only for use by the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient be advised 
that you have received this message in error and that any use, copying, circulation, forwarding, printing or 
publication of this message or attached files is strictly forbidden, as is the disclosure of the information 
contained therein. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete 
it from your Inbox. 
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