Minerals
Council of
Australia

NORTHERN
TERRITORY
DIVISION

16 November 2020

Mr Paul Purdon

Executive Director, Environmental Assessment and Policy
Department of Environment , Parks and Water Security
GPO Box 3675

DARWIN NT 0801

Emailed to paul.purdon@nt.gov.au and ntepa.consult@nt.gov.au
Dear Mr Purdon

RE: Comments on NT EPA Review of Seabed Mining in the NT: Environmental Impacts and
Management

Thank you very much for providing the Minerals Council of Australia — Northern Territory Division (MCA NT)
an opportunity to comment on the NT EPA’s draft report ‘Review of Seabed Mining in the Northern Territory
— Environmental Impacts and Management’ released in September 2020 for community and stakeholder
comment.

The MCA is the peak industry organisation representing Australia’s exploration, mining and minerals
processing industry, nationally and internationally. The MCA's strategic objective is to advocate public policy
and operational practice for a world class industry that is safe, profitable, innovative, environmentally
responsible and attuned to community needs and expectations.

The MCA has a long history of leadership in sustainable mining practices. MCA members have committed to
Enduring Value — The Australian Minerals Industry Framework for Sustainable Development. ' The principles
underlying Enduring Value, while developed. for land-based mining activities, can be extended to stewardship
of the ocean environment and the management of sea floor mineral exploitation.

The MCA supports the principles contained within the International Marine Minerals Society Code of
Practice’ and considers similar principles could underpin a regulatory framework for seabed mining in waters
administered by the Northern Territory government. Importantly, the Code aligns with relevant
principles/elements of industry-led sustainable mining frameworks, including those of the MCA and the
International Council on Mining and Metals.

The MCA NT understands that this framework will align with and be guided by the government's recently
enacted Environment Protection Act and Regulations that provide a comprehensive and robust framework
for community involvement in environmental impact assessment (EIA) and approvals processes to guide
sound decision-making by the government for development proposals with potential for significant
environmental impacts.

The MCA NT notes that in March 2012 the government introduced a moratorium on seabed mining in NT
coastal waters in response to community concerns and the limited information and knowledge available for

! hitps://minerals.org.au/enduring-value-framework
2 http://www.immsoc.ora/IMMS _code.htm
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government to adequately assess environmental impacts of seabed mining and their management, and that
this moratorium is scheduled to end in March 2021.

The Review provides factual information from independent experts, including from case studies around
Australia and overseas, upon which the NT EPA has formulated draft advice to the NT government on
impacts and their management, including whether or not the moratorium should be lifted, and, if so, how
proposed developments for seabed mining should be assessed and managed.

Feedback on the Review from the MCA NT is provided below.
OVERVIEW OF MCA NT FEEDBACK

o After March 2021, the current moratorium should be replaced by evidence- and project-based regulation
under the NT Environment Protection Act and Regulations which are adequately comprehensive and
robust for assessment and management of seabed mining projects.

« Policy and guidance documents tailored to the specific characteristics and needs of a Territory-based
seabed mining industry should be developed to assist both the regulators and proponents navigate
requirements under the new regulatory framework for environmental impact assessment and approvals.

« This should allow proposals to be assessed not only on the basis of assessment and management of
potentially significant environmental impacts but also consider potential for economic and social benefits.

e The Review cites case studies where seabed mining has been done in coastal waters in Australia and
overseas without unacceptable environmental impacts, which suggests that moratoria are an
unnecessarily ‘blunt instrument’ if applied to all seabed mining proposals. Despite this, several sections
of the Review appear to be biased in favour of extending the current moratorium.

o Instead, the MCA NT recommends that proposed developments be assessed on their own merits, based
on adequate knowledge of the environment, and be risk based, accounting for likely significant impacts
from the proposed project and the effectiveness of mitigation measures.

More specific comments on the Review have been summarised in Attachment A.

The MCA NT would welcome the opportunity to discuss the above feedback. We also wish to express our
interest in future engagement in the development of a regulatory framework for seabed mining in the NT, if
the government decides to proceed in this direction. Should you need further information, please do not
hesitate to contact me on 08 8981 4486 or Janice warren@minerals.org.au.

Yours sincerely,

(DR) JANICE WARREN
Manager — Policy & Research — MCA NT
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